Date: 20 April 2010

PRESS RELEASE

GUINNESS TIME CAPSULE FROM 1959 TO BE RE-OPENED
The Guinness time capsule, concealed in 1959 at the former Guinness brewery site in Park Royal, London, has been brought to Elveden Estate in Suffolk to be re-opened on 1st June by Lord Iveagh, head of the Guinness family.

The contents of the capsule are a mystery, except a few hints in the 1959 edition of Guinness Time; a quarterly publication distributed to Guinness staff at the time.  According to Guinness Time, the capsule was placed “beneath the foundation stone of the new Clubhouse” by the Chairman, the current Lord Iveagh’s father.

Lord Iveagh says, “The time capsule was laid in order to celebrate Guinness’ bicentenary year and bequeath something to the descendents. 50 years on, the time has come to re-open the box and discover what’s inside.”

Lord Iveagh will open the capsule at a public event on 1st June at 12pm in Elveden Estate’s shopping courtyard, for the contents to be examined and enjoyed.

A 1950’s inspired menu will also be created for the day, to help celebrate the historic moment.

Lord Iveagh continues, “The plan is to then fill the time capsule with new contents from 2010 for our descendents to re-open in the future.  It will be re-positioned at Elveden Estate, in our own brew-house for Elveden Ale and Stout, which was actually built for my great-great-grandfather as a potting shed when he first moved to Elveden Estate.”  

Elveden Estate is located near Thetford on the A11 and is open daily to the public offering a selection of food, home and garden shops and an AA* café restaurant.  Visit www.elveden.com for further details.
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Issued by Elveden Estate.  For further information, please call Frances Armstrong, PR and marketing manager, on 01842 898068 or email frances.armstrong@elveden.com.

Notes to editor:
A visual is supplied for your use.  Caption, “Lord Iveagh with the Guinness time capsule.”

About Elveden

Elveden is a 22,500-acre estate comprising 10,000 acres of farmland and producing many crops including onions, potatoes and carrots for British supermarkets.

Elveden is the UK’s leading supplier of display Christmas trees and pioneers of the innovative ‘instant hedge’; 6” high hedging which is grown and supplied in 10m lengths for landscape gardening.

The estate offers a courtyard of shops, café and horse course, which are open to the public. 
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